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TV show invites viewer avatars to
join in by mobile

Live event to feature 100,000 virtual
participants on TV
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[f pushing red buttans willy-nilly when swatching TV isn® tsufficiently
interactive for the attention-deficient youth of the world, then a new Japanese
dame show centred on mahile phones could do the trick.

The new show, from T Asahi and called  fBiggest Star, Fower of Ladghter
Test" (it s catchierin Japanese), starts on 14 June with the help of a Hono
kaong software developer.

Artificial Life

Artificial Life has provided its SMS Galawy software to the show to enable a
live on-screen 30 environment that interface s with viewers®  maohbile phones.

In spite ofthe software hame, padicipants will sign up by mohbile email -
SMS izn® twidely used in Japan - to control their cattoon-style avatars as
they appear on the show.

Vast landscape

The Asahi version of SME Galaxy can handle over 100,000 simultaneous
padicipants thanks to dedicated game servers that run the software and
handle incoming requests for action.

Artificial Life* s CEQ, Eberhard Schoneburg, sayvs: “YWe are excited to be
airing our first interactive T show in Japan. The format of the show is veny
unigue, even far Japan, in that viewers will he able to interact with live 3D
representations ofthemselves in the form of cute animated avatars as well
as to padicipate and interactwith the show?® s hostin real time ™

As for the content ofthe programme, it* s sure to feature slapstick gags
galore and loud guffaws from the simpleton presenter. So, it' s prety much
like normal Saturday-night telly, then?

Check aut the promovideo clip here ifyou don't believe us. It' s inJapanese,

hutyou® Il getthe idegs--
By J hMark Lytle
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